Structure of the IB Biology Papers – Higher Level
Overall Structure of Each:
	Paper / IA
	Type
	Weighting for Overall IB Score
	Max Possible Marks
	Time

	Paper 1
	Multiple Choice
	20%
	40
	60 minutes

	Paper 2
	Free Response
	40%
	72
	110 minutes

	Paper 3
	Free Response
	20%
	45
	75 minutes

	IA
	Written 
	20%
	24
	N/A


Bring to Exams
· Blue or black pens

· Pencil (may use in drawings)

· Ruler (for measurement in diagrams and reading data)

· Calculator (for P2 and P3)

Structure of Paper 1:
· All Multiple Choice 
· 40 Questions total – About 15 common with SL.  Each question is 1 mark

· No penalty for guessing! If you leave it blank or get it wrong, it’s still only 1 mark off!

Strategy:
· DO EVERY QUESTION!
· If you do not know the answer right away, skip and MOVE ON – come back to it later

· Do ALL or AS MANY AS POSSIBLE!! (This is why if you’re not sure – do NOT spend too much time on it!!!)

· This paper is organized by TOPICS!!! SO – it’s NOT mixed like you have seen in class….

· Topic 1 is Cells

· Topic 2 is Biochemical / Reactions in Cells / Cell Energy / Structure & Function of Macromolecules

· Topic 3 is Genetics

· Topic 4 is Ecology

· Topic 5 is Evolution

· Topic 6 is Human Physiology

· So, for example, if you’re noticing the questions are about Evolution – then marking an answer that is related to ecology *might* not be appropriate! Knowing you are within a certain topic can help you eliminate answer choices!!!

· There is no “set” breakdown for number of questions per topic. 

Structure of Paper 2:
· All Written Response based on core and AHL material
· Questions WILL have different mark values!

· Data-based question (Q1)
· Will have MULTIPLE Sections to it
· Will have MULTIPLE data associated with it

· Will ask you short questions about each type of data shown, then will ask you to combine several data tables or use several tables to respond to a question

· Short-answer questions (generally Q2-5)

· May or may not have multiple parts to it

· Similar to what you have seen in most of your short answer questions in class for unit tests

· Extended response (generally 6 -8)

· CHOOSE TWO QUESTIONS TO RESPOND TO ONLY!!!!
· This is the LONG RESPONSE QUESTION!!!
· Must answer ALL parts of the CHOSEN questions!
· This is the ONLY place where you can receive a “quality mark” (aka bonus) if written logically/sequentially!

· Will start with some type of short intro statement, then will have three sections – the LAST section is usually the HIGHEST marked section!

Strategy:
· Scan the paper! Then decide:

· Do you want to get the short response / easier questions done first, then leave time for the longer / more challenging     OR

· Start the long response / more challenging while you’re fresh, then do the easier ones last

· Each person is different! Decide BEFORE the test which will work best for you!

· Keep all answers INSIDE THE ANSWER BOX. If you need more space, use the EXTRA BOOKLET provided and indicate clearly you have done this and clearly what question in the booklet.  DO NOT WRITE OUTSIDE THE BOX!  Work outside the box may not be marked. 

· Long Response Strategy:

· LABEL EACH SECTION ON THE LONG RESPONSE AS (a), (b) or (c)!!! This makes it easier for the moderator to find each section!!!

· Map out your thoughts before you begin!!! Take 2-3 minutes and consider how you will organize your thoughts so you can get the quality mark!!!

· Overall for the paper:

· Look at the number of marks for the question – that is the number of independent thoughts you should write about!!! Do NOT find a second way to write the same information!!! 

· FINISH THE TEST!!! DO NOT, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, SKIP THE LAST QUESTION WHICH IS THE LONG RESPONSE!!! If you do, you’ve pretty much guaranteed yourself a 3 on this paper and no higher!

Structure of Paper 3:
· All Written Response based on core and AHL material
· Questions WILL have different mark values!

· Section A:  2 to 3 short answer questions based on experimental skills and techniques, analysis and evaluation using unseen data linked to the core material – these should be similar to labs or experiments you have done, or at least lab skills you have learned!

· Section B: This is the OPTION section. WE DID OPTION D – HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY!!! 

· Do NOT under any circumstances:
· Attempt a second option in the hopes of getting more marks – ONLY ONE OPTION COUNTS IN YOUR OVERALL SCORE!!!
· Attempt a DIFFERENT option than the one we did! This NEVER works out well!
· The questions in the option will be short response, extended response and some data-based, but will not be as extensive as the data-based question #1 in Paper 2!
Strategy:
· Scan the paper! Then decide:

· Do you want to get the lab-based questions done first, then leave time for the Option  OR

· Start the Option while you’re fresh, then do the lab-based last

· Each person is different! Decide BEFORE the test which will work best for you!

· Attempt ALL the questions!!!

· DO NOT SKIP THE OPTION!!!!

· DO NOT SKIP SECTION A!!!!!!!! THIS IS MANDATORY TO ANSWER ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS (3) IN SECTION A – IT WILL TELL YOU THIS ON THE FRONT OF THE PAPER!  If you skip section A, you (again) have guaranteed yourself no higher than a 3 on Paper 3!!!!
· Overall for the paper:

· Look at the number of marks for the question – that is the number of independent thoughts you should write about!!! Do NOT find a second way to write the same information!!! 
